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Health System finalizes acquisition of Marshfield 
Medical Center-Weston, Flambeau hospitals 

Marshfield Clinic Health System completed its acquisition of Ascension St. Clare's 
Hospital in Weston Aug. 1 and has renamed the hospital Marshfield Medical Center-
Weston.  

“This was a historically important day for our Health System and the communities we 
serve," said Dr. Susan Turney, Health System CEO. “Having a hospital in the 
Weston/Wausau area allows us to create a fully-integrated campus combining our 
hospital and clinical facilities, which provides highly-coordinated care that is efficient and 
creates a simple and seamless 
patient experience." 

The transaction also includes the 
transfer of Ascension Wisconsin's 50 
percent interest in Flambeau 
Hospital in Park Falls and The 
Diagnostic & Treatment Center in 
Weston (DTC), which offers a broad 
range of advanced diagnostic, 
therapeutic and surgical services to 
meet the needs of area physicians 
and their patients. Both will be 
transitioned into the Health System 
over the next couple of months, including the renaming of Flambeau Hospital to 
Marshfield Medical Center-Park Falls. 

“The mission, vision and values of Marshfield Clinic Health System very much align to 
those of Flambeau Hospital," said Jim Braun, Chief Administrative Officer, Flambeau 
Hospital. “This is a partnership that will assist us on our path to excellence and 
delivering the best quality care to the communities we serve"   

 “We have long served the Park Falls community, and we are thrilled to have an even 
greater presence there," Turney said.  

Approximately 350 St. Clare's employees became Health System employees. Flambeau 
Hospital and DTC will both retain their names and employees as they transition into the 
Health System over the next couple of months.   

“We are pleased to welcome the hundreds of new staff from Ascension and the DTC 
into the Health System family," said Ben Layman, Chief Administrative Officer of 
Marshfield Medical Center-Weston. “Together, we will enhance the comprehensive 
quality care that our Health System is nationally recognized for. The addition of the staff 
and facilities will provide the Eastern Region teams a foundation to advance our 
integrated delivery network in a highly competitive area." 

 



Wisconsin Farm Related Fatalities report issued 

A partnership between the National Farm Medicine Center, Marshfield Clinic Research 
Institute, and the University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension and UW's 
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, has resulted in the return of the Wisconsin 
Farm Related Fatalities report, based on data from 2017 and 2018. 

“This report presents a glimpse into fatal Wisconsin farm injuries in hopes to inform the 
public and various agriculture and public health teams that work hard to prevent these 
events from ever happening," said Bryan Weichelt, Ph.D., an associate research 
scientist with the National Farm Medicine Center and project leader 
for AgInjuryNews.org. National data show that workers in agriculture are up to eight 
times more likely to die on the job than workers in other industries. 

UW faculty and others working 
on farm safety research had 
compiled similar reports from 
1943 through 2006 based on 
newspaper clippings and other 
sources, but it was discontinued 
2007-2016 as the university did 
not have a faculty member 
conducting safety-related 
research during that time frame.  

Weichelt suggested to John 
Shutske, Professor and Director 
of the UW Center for Agricultural Safety and Health, that AgInjuryNews.org could be 
used to help gather content for the report. AgInjuryNews.org allows users to search the 
largest database of publicly available U.S. agricultural injury and fatality reports, 
compiled primarily from media reports. A partnership resulted to compile the report for 
2017 and 2018 using data from Wisconsin Department of Health Services death 
certificates and AgInjuryNews.org. 

Its authors hope to raise awareness and spur action. 

“Farm safety, reducing the risk of fatal and non-fatal injury, needs to go beyond simply 
advocating that people use common sense or urging them to be careful," Shutske said. 
“They must take purposeful action – making machines, equipment, and the work 
environment as safe as possible by eliminating hazards and changing practices." 

Higher numbers, roadway deaths 

In 2017, 41 farm fatalities were recorded; 34 in 2018. The most recent reported years 
were 25 in 2006, 30 in 2005, and 26 in 2004. 

In these reports for 2017 and 2018, the researchers included incidents on public 
roadways involving agricultural equipment. In each year, those deaths accounted for 29 
percent of all farm fatalities. Adding roadway deaths that involve farm-related equipment 
increases the number of fatalities, Weichelt said, but the authors want to prevent these 
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injuries from happening. “If we don't talk about the ones that happen, people don't 
know," he said. 

“It is not surprising that we see so many roadway deaths, both to farmers and the 
general public who share the road with famers and their machines," Shutske said. “Most 
people think of farm safety as an issue of personal choice, but in the case of highway 
collisions involving slower moving ag equipment, it really crosses into the domain of 
public safety and health. So, it is an issue that deserves more attention, especially as 
farms and machines get bigger." 

Shutske noted that as farms get larger, field locations are often spread over larger 
distances, and farmers sometimes have to travel five or 10 miles, or more, on roadways 
during busy times. 

“Fortunately, we see more technology available – like LED lighting that is bright and 
highly visible and requires less power; reflective and retroreflective tape that is low cost 
and can be applied easily to large machines; turn signals that can double as flashing 
amber lights, etc.," Shutske said. “We also have robust and proven farm safety 
standards that engineers follow that form the basis for best practices and now are the 
foundation for federal highway regulations on newer machines (June 2017 and newer)." 

The Wisconsin Farm Related Fatalities report was funded, in part, by grant 
UL1TR002373 from the Clinical and Translational Science Award (CTSA) program of 
the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences, National Institutes of Health 
(NIH). 

 



School of Radiology announces new articulation 
agreements for more degree options 

Marshfield Clinic Health System School of Radiology is proud to announce the addition 
of two new articulation agreements, expanding on the opportunities to students. 

Associate's degree option 

An articulation agreement with St. 
Joseph's College of Maine offers 
an associate's degree option and 
allows students to complete all 
general education pre-requisite 
courses online through St. 
Joseph's College. Once students 
complete their online portion of 
courses through St. Joseph's, 
students can apply to attend our 
School of Radiology in person for 
the clinical and didactic 
Radiography portion of the degree. Once completed, an associate's degree in 
Radiologic Science Administration (AS-RSA) is granted through St. Joseph's College 
and a certificate in Radiography through the Health System.  

Bachelor degree options 

A second articulation agreement was created with Wisconsin Lutheran College, which 
offers a bachelor's degree option for completion. Students apply to and attend 
Wisconsin Lutheran College, completing two years of general education requirements. 
Once students complete their general education portion of courses through Wisconsin 
Lutheran, students can apply to attend our School of Radiology in person for the clinical 
and didactic Radiography portion of the degree. Once completed, the student receives a 
bachelor's degree in Radiologic Sciences (BRS) through Wisconsin Lutheran College 
and a certificate in Radiography through the Health System. 

In addition to Wisconsin Lutheran College, the School of Radiology has existing 
articulation agreements with St. Cloud State University, Marian University and 
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh for the completion of a bachelor's degree. The School 
of Radiology also is currently working with UW-La Crosse, UW-Stevens Point, UW-
Milwaukee and Carroll University to add four more bachelor degree options for 
students.  

For more information on our School of Radiology or information on existing articulations 
with universities, contact Krista Lambert, director, School of Radiology. 
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Marshfield Clinic Health System in the news … July 

Marshfield Clinic Health System providers, researchers, leaders and staff appeared in 
more than 200 media articles in July. The following are examples of media outlets that 
quoted us.  

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel – Marshfield Clinic awarded $22.5 million CDC grant to 
be sole testing lab for an array of COVID-19 studies 

“We've grown our expertise. “We've 
grown our reputation." – Jennifer 
Meece, principal investigator for the 
grant and director of Integrated 
Research and Development 
Laboratory.  

Wisconsin Public Radio – She 
Wrote A Pandemic Preparedness 
Plan In 2006. Now, She's A Leader 
Of Wisconsin's COVID-19 Response 

“You can go through drills. You can 
have different types of paper 
exercises. You can have even a full-scale exercise. But when it's real, the dynamics do 
change." – Dr. Susan Turney, Health System CEO 

Urban Milwaukee – Senator Baldwin Leads Bipartisan Effort to Support Physician 
Training Programs in Rural Communities 

“To ensure we have a strong rural healthcare infrastructure, we must invest in training 
opportunities for clinicians, advanced practice nurses and all allied health professionals 
in rural settings.  The data demonstrates that if a candidate has had the chance to train 
in a rural setting they are much more likely to consider working in smaller communities." 
– Matthew Jansen, M.D., director of education for Marshfield Clinic Health System, 
associate dean for Marshfield Clinic Health System/Northern Academic Campus of the 
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health.  

WEAU Ch. 13 – Buddy Check 13: Doctors study links between viruses and cancer 

“If we can strongly advocate giving the vaccine to people as young as 9 years of age 
and following the protocol in getting two doses, we could eliminate cervical cancer." – 
Emeritus Senior Research Scientist Joseph Mazza, M.D. 

WSAW Ch. 7 – BUDDY CHECK 7: Taking preventative measures 

“For certain genetic mutations we can go from a lifetime risk that approaches 85% down 
to a risk of 5% for developing breast cancer." – Anna Seydel, M.D., surgeon 

Globe Newswire – Rhythm Pharmaceuticals Announces Publication of Results from 
Phase 2 Study of Setmelanotide in Bardet-Biedl Syndrome in Diabetes, Obesity and 
Metabolism 
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“Treatment with setmelanotide demonstrated a substantial reduction in body weight and 
hunger, making this the first-ever Phase 2 study of any investigational pharmacologic 
agent to show positive results for the treatment of obesity and hunger in individuals 
living with BBS. These findings also suggest that obesity and hyperphagia associated 
with BBS have ties to impaired signaling of the MC4R pathway and support further 
evaluation of MC4R activation as a potential treatment option." – Robert Haws, M.D., 
director of the Clinical Research Center at Marshfield Clinic Research Institute 

 



Long-time Colby-Abbotsford employee retires July 31 

Melanie Gorke's husband, Mark, had a copy of their hometown newspaper handy 
recently and encouraged her to read the letters to the editor.  

She did just that and was very surprised and touched by one in particular, written by her 
three children to honor their mom on the occasion of her retirement from Marshfield 
Clinic Health System.  

This Colby-area native retired Friday, July 31, as a medical laboratory technician at the 
Colby-Abbotsford Center, ending a nearly 40-year career.  

Her children, David Gorke, Barb 
Snyder and Suzie Ellenbecker, 
wrote: “The majority of people in the 
community have had the wonderful 
experience of being lovingly stuck in 
the arm, or some other appendage, 
by Melanie in order to have lab work 
done – having faithfully served in 
roles that are sometimes overlooked. 
However, her kindness, 
professionalism and expertise will 
most certainly be missed." 

Gorke's path started with the medical laboratory technology program at District One 
Technical College in Eau Claire. She completed an internship at Marshfield Labs in 
Marshfield; a temporary position was available June 21, 1981; and six months later she 
took a full-time position. After working in Marshfield for five years, she transferred in 
1986 to what was then the Clinic's Abbotsford Center with Dr. Paul Writz, Registered 
Nurse Gail Damm and Receptionist Doris York. That center later combined with the 
Colby Center. 

She also lauded the people she has worked with over time. 

“All the people I've worked with and for, all providers especially here at 
Colby/Abbotsford, have been wonderful to work with and for," Gorke said. “At Colby, 
especially, we've had a very close-knit group of people that's become a second family 
for me, actually. Throughout the years, managers I've had have been so supportive. I've 
appreciated the job and opportunity to work here and it's been a good career." 

Besides her work at the center, she has been very involved in her community, serving 
on the Abbotsford School Board, leading a Girl Scout troop, being active in her church, 
playing in the Marshfield Civic Band, volunteering for Showcase Players, helping run the 
Booster Club and more. 

She will miss her patients, some of whom she built good relationships with over the 
years even though her time with them for lab draws was brief, or she'd know them from 
the community. 



“I've known some patients who've come here for years and years," she said. “Working 
with patients and giving them the best experience I could, considering what they were 
having done, and always having a smile for them and trying to make their day a little 
better anyway was my goal." 

In retirement, Gorke will have more time to spend with her children and soon-to-be five 
grandchildren, take more trips to their cabin in Siren and read more books. The Gorkes 
will relocate at some point but for now, it's about settling into retirement and planning for 
the future. “It'll be different but exciting," she said. 

Fellenz leaves her mark in emergency services after 
47 years 

Brenda Fellenz decided at age 5 that she wanted to be a nurse.  Her Aunt Joan who 
was a nurse, and her “Golden Book Nurse Nancy" book with bandages to use, inspired 
her.   

“My mother made me a 'nursing costume' complete with a nursing hat and navy blue 
cape to keep me working toward that goal," Fellenz said. “I looked a bit like Florence 
Nightingale."  

To pursue her dream, she moved to 
Marshfield in 1973 to start her 
education and career in nursing at St. 
Joseph's Hospital, now Marshfield 
Medical Center in Marshfield. She 
never anticipated that this was the first 
step toward emergency services that 
would become a passion and lifetime 
career. 

After 47 years on that campus, Fellenz, 
director of Patient Care in Emergency 
Services, will retire Friday, Aug. 7. 
Although retiring, she will continue in a casual role at Marshfield Clinic Health System, 
using her leadership talent to assist with various projects and initiatives.  

When she started, Fellenz was a nursing assistant on the old 3 Center. At the time, this 
was an orthopedic, gynecology, neurology, urology floor. The next year, Fellenz 
transferred to 3NE in abdominal surgery. During her last year of nursing school, her 
roommate recommended she try the Emergency Department. Fellenz had no idea what 
to expect.  

Fellenz experienced many transitions and changes during her 47 years in Marshfield. 
She was part of several transitions of ownership, including St. Joseph's Hospital 
becoming Ministry Health Care, which became Ascension St. Joseph's Hospital and 
now, Marshfield Medical Center. 

She was a key leader on the team that brought medical transportation to St. Joseph's 
Hospital.   



“The naming was great fun with names such as Dairy Air and The Flying Nun being 
tossed around until we landed on The Spirit of Marshfield, based on 'the spirit of St. 
Louis,'" Fellenz said.    

Naming medical transportation wasn't the only accomplishment through the years. She 
went on to help develop EMS in the community, led the development of the first central 
Wisconsin Sexual Assault Nursing Program (SANE), and supported and led in the 
development of our trauma program in Marshfield.   

“This has been such an incredible journey in leadership at this organization," she said. 

Fellenz advises Health System current and future employees to “truly be present" and 
“active listening is an important skill to develop." 

Fellenz has been involved in the Emergency Nurses Association and state of Wisconsin 
advisory councils. She worked as a consultant for the state as a trauma verification 
surveyor, has been a member of the governor appointed EMS Advisory Board, state 
appointed to the state Trauma Advisory Board, expert panel member for EMS-Children 
and disaster planning, and has been a member of the health care advisory council.  

“I have never been sorry I chose nursing as a career," Fellenz said. “Forty-seven years 
later, the time has come to admit my age and slow down a bit."  

During her retirement, Fellenz plans to hike in all the national parks in the US and spend 
more time with our grandchildren. Due to current restrictions, there will not be a 
retirement gathering. However, her final day is Friday, Aug. 7, and you can reach out to 
send her well wishes. 

 



Health System continues re-starting centers and 
services 

Editor's note: This article will be updated weekly to reflect hours for centers and 
services that have restarted this week. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, we have continually put patient and staff safety, health 
and well-being at the forefront of every decision we make. Ongoing changes to hours of 
operation, service openings, outreach and workflows for locations across the Health 
System allow for more in-person services. 

The Health System will continue to 
focus on scheduling telehealth and 
phone appointments as much as 
possible. Our emergency departments 
and urgent care locations are 
generally available for those immediate 
needs. 

Keeping safety in mind, in-person 
appointments are available at 
many Health System locations.  

To view the full list go 
to: marshfieldclinic.org/location-
changes. 

 As of Aug. 6, these changes were made, including: 

 Chetek Center: Primary Care with radiology services is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Monday-Thursday and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays. Lab services are available 8:30 

a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday-Thursday and 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fridays. 

 Chippewa Falls Center: Lab services are available 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Monday-Friday. 

 Clairemont Center: Lab services are available 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

 Colby Center: Primary Care is open with radiology services 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday-Friday. 

 Cornell Center: Primary Care is open with radiology services 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Monday-Friday. Lab services are available 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

 Cumberland Center: Primary Care is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Wednesday 

and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday and Friday. Lab services are available 8:30 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. Monday-Wednesday and 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday and Friday. 

https://www.marshfieldclinic.org/covid-19-temporary-location-changes
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 Flambeau Hospital: Lab Services are available 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 8 a.m. to 11 

p.m. Saturday-Sunday 

 Hayward Center: Primary Care with radiology services is open 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Monday-Friday. Pediatrics is open 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday and 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. Wednesday and Thursday. Lab services are available 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

Monday-Tuesday and Friday and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday. 

 Lake Hallie Center: Lab Services are available 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday 

and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday-Sunday. 

 Marshfield Medical Center-Eau Claire: Lab Services: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 

p.m. | Saturday-Sunday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Optical: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Urgent Care: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. | Saturday-Sunday, 8:30 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. 

 Marshfield Medical Center-Eau Claire (medical offices): Lab Services are 

available 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, and 7 

a.m. to 8 p.m. Optical services are available 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

 Marshfield Medical Center-Ladysmith: Lab services are available 10 a.m. to 9 

p.m., Monday-Friday and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday-Sunday. 

 Marshfield Medical Center-Rice Lake (medical offices): Lab Services are 

available 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday-Thursday and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday, 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m., and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday. 

 Marshfield Medical Center (medical offices): Lab services are available 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m., Monday-Friday and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday-Sunday 

 Menomonie Center: Lab services are available 7 a.m. to noon and 2-3 p.m., 

Monday-Thursday. 

 Merrill Eye Center: Open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Wednesdays. 

 Minocqua Center: Primary Care with radiology services is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Monday-Friday. 

 Neillsville Center: Primary Care is open 7:20 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday-Friday. Lab 

services are available 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

 Park Falls Center: Lab services are available 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

 Stettin Center: Lab services are available 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

 Wausau Center: Optical services are available 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-

Friday. 



 Weston Center: Lab Services are available 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday-Friday 

 Wisconsin Rapids Center: Lab Services are available 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-

Friday. 

 Wittenberg Center: Primary Care is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Wednesday 

with lab services available 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday-Wednesday. 
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