
Areas of expertise: Prevention and Safety; 
Asthma; Sports Medicine; Pediatric and 
Adolescent Gynecology

Pediatrician Ellen M. Schumann, M.D., has been
providing patient care at the Marshfield Clinic
Wausau Center since 1997.

Her practice interests include prevention and
safety; asthma; sports medicine; pediatric and
adolescent gynecology; and medical administration.

She is a Fellow in the American Academy of
Pediatrics and a media spokesperson for the
Academy through its Wisconsin chapter. She
also is a member of the American Medical
Association; State Medical Society of Wisconsin;
Phi Beta Kappa; Phi Kappa Phi and the medical
honor society Alpha Omega Alpha.

She earned her bachelor's degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison; and medical
degree from the UW Medical School, Madison.
She completed a residency in pediatrics at the
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa
City, Iowa. Schumann is board certified by the
American Board of Pediatrics.

She serves as medical advisor for school
districts in Wausau and Schofield, Wisconsin.
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Areas of expertise: Genetics Research,
Population-based Research, Gene-
Environment Interactions

Cathy McCarty, Ph.D., is director of the
Personalized Medicine Research Center of
Marshfield Clinic and co-principal investigator 
of the Personalized Medicine Research Project.
She has research interests in the application of
epidemiologic information to improve population
health, specifically chronic diseases. She headed
the Epidemiology Research Unit in the Department
of Ophthalmology at the University of Melbourne,
Melbourne, Australia, from 1993 to 2001. During
that time, she was principal investigator of the
Visual Impairment Project, a population-based
study of age-related eye disease. Future research
plans include working with other researchers to
determine health priorities for the region and
application of genetic information to assist in the
best treatment recommendations. Proposed
projects include a family-based linkage study of
age-related macular degeneration that will include
gene-gene and gene-environment interactions.
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Areas of expertise: Telemedicine

Nina M. Antoniotti, R.N., M.B.A., Ph.D., is
Marshfield Clinic TeleHealth Network’s 
program director.

She started her position with Marshfield Clinic’s
TeleHealth Network (MCTN) in 1997 after 20
years of experience in hospital-based health
care. Antoniotti started her health care career
as a registered nurse focused in Emergency
Services, attaining positions as director of
emergency services, outpatient director and
nursing director.

Antoniotti has a diploma in nursing, a bachelor’s
degree in management and labor relations, a
master’s degree in business administration and
a doctorate in organizational systems. Her
dissertation research, published in 2002 and
titled “Exploring Rural Populations’ Perceptions
of the Institute of Medicine’s 2001 Report to
Congress, Crossing the Quality Chasm: A New Health System for the 21st Century,” concluded sentinel research
in rural populations’ perceptions of our total health care system and the IOM’s six chasms of quality. 

In 2001, Antoniotti received an award from the Office for the Advancement of TeleHealth, Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA), for her pioneering efforts in the development of TeleHealth. She has been involved
in developing national technology and operational guidelines for TeleHealth standards and has presented at
regional and national TeleHealth/Telemedicine and Technology conferences in the areas of integration; business
plan development; clinical services; evaluation; Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and
TeleHealth; and needs assessments for TeleHealth.

Antoniotti is a member of the American Telemedicine Association’s Policy Committee, Washington, D.C., and is a
board member of the Center for Telemedicine Law, Washington, D.C. She has served on the medical advisory
group to Polycom and the advisory board for the TeleHealth Deployment Research Testbed, Advanced Technology
Institute, Charleston, South Carolina. Antoniotti is a co-author of the report, “Protecting Privacy When Using
TeleHealth Technologies in Health Care,” Health and Human Services (HHS) (2002). 
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Areas of expertise: Privacy, Clinical Informatics,
Electronic Medical Records

John W. Melski, M.D., joined Marshfield Clinic in
1983 as a dermatologist and has been medical
director of Clinical Informatics for the Clinic
system since 2001.

As Clinical Informatics medical director, Melski
oversees development or evaluation,
implementation and management of clinical
information systems in the Marshfield Clinic
system. He works with the Clinic’s Chief
Information Officer and is responsible for
coordination of efforts with the Chief Medical
Officer, Medical Director of Quality Improvement,
Medical Director of Reimbursement, Director of
Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation, Director
of the Division of Laboratory Medicine and
Medical Director of Security Health Plan of
Wisconsin, Inc., Marshfield Clinic. He has been
instrumental in the development of an electronic
medical record for Marshfield Clinic that is over a decade old.

In March 2001, he testified before a House Subcommittee on Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) regulations. He serves in a number of Clinic leadership roles and on committees involved with Information
Systems functions.

He received his medical degree from Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland. He
completed a residency in internal medicine at Mary Hitchcock-Dartmouth Medical Center in Hanover, New
Hampshire; a research fellowship in computer medicine at Beth Israel Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts; and
served his dermatology residency at Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts, where he was
chief resident. Melski is board-certified in internal medicine and dermatology.

He has served on the Clinic’s Computer Committee; Quality Assurance Committee; Information Systems Task
Force; Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation Computer Committee; and the Information Systems Steering
Committee. He has chaired the Clinic’s Computer Committee and Electronic Medical Record Subcommittee.
Melski also is on the Clinic’s work group for Marshfield Enhanced Charting and Code Acquisition (MECCA) and
had served for three years on the Clinic’s Executive Committee. For nine years he served as Advisory Editor for
MC Computing.
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Areas of expertise: West Nile Virus, Mosquito-
borne Infectious Diseases

Jennifer J. Meece, Ph.D., is a post-doctoral
fellow at Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation
(MCRF), the research division of Marshfield
Clinic, Marshfield, Wisconsin.

Meece joined MCRF in 2001 as a senior
research associate while completing her
doctorate degree in vector genetics from the
University of Notre Dame. She earned her
doctorate in 2002, after graduating with a
bachelor of science degree in biological
sciences from the University of North Dakota 
in 1990; and a master of science degree in
parasitology from Western Illinois University 
in 1995.

She was named a post-doctoral fellow in 2002
with responsibility for research in mosquito-
borne infectious diseases. Among her
responsibilities is conducting training sessions for Wisconsin public health department staff on surveillance
strategies and use of equipment to identify mosquitoes.  

Meece also serves as supervisor of Marshfield Clinic’s Level 3 bio-safety laboratory, which is prepared to handle
biological specimens safely and effectively. A Level 3 lab has specific security and airflow requirements to guard
specimens, maintain health of workers and ensure laboratory air does not leave the laboratory without filtering.

Since joining the Marshfield Clinic research staff, Meece has been involved in West Nile virus surveillance
projects funded by the Wisconsin Department of Health and Marshfield Clinic, as well as genetic analysis of the
West Nile virus. During her doctorate studies, her work was supported by multi-year National Institutes of Health
Experimental Parasitology and Vector Biology training grants.
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Areas of expertise: Genetic Counseling

As a certified genetics counselor at Marshfield
Clinic, Christina Zaleski, M.S., provides
outpatient and inpatient care for preconceptual,
prenatal, pediatric, oncology and neurology
patients and families. She also serves as a
resource on genetic disorders for physicians,
hospital staff and allied health professionals at
Marshfield Clinic and in the community.

Zaleski developed outreach services and
expanded genetic counseling throughout the
Marshfield Clinic system; created protocols for
within the system and for patient education
materials. She also participates in research
projects, including the Clinic’s Personalized
Medicine Research Project.

Zaleski earned her bachelor of science degree
in biology, with a psychology minor, from the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire in 1996. She
earned a master of science degree in human
genetics/genetic counseling from Sarah
Lawrence College, New York State, in 1999.  
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Areas of expertise: Rural Family and
Occupational Medicine

Steven Kirkhorn, M.D., M.P.H., is medical
director of the National Farm Medicine Center,
Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation.

While practicing primary care in the small
northwestern Wisconsin town of Luck during the
late 1980s, Kirkhorn took special interest in the
safety and health issues of the area’s dairy farmers
and wood-working industry employees. The
experience sparked a career shift for Kirkhorn.
Today he is a nationally-recognized authority on
rural family and occupational medicine.

Kirkhorn came to Marshfield Clinic in May 2003
from the Mayo Health System, becoming
medical director of both the National Farm
Medicine Center (NFMC) and the Occupational
Health Department.

One of Kirkhorn’s priorities is developing
programs to teach other physicians and health
care professionals about agricultural medicine. He is working to build an accredited agromedicine/rural
occupational health fellowship program at Marshfield.

During the past year he has published studies about the community and environmental health effects of
concentrated animal feeding operations and current health effects of agricultural work.

Kirkhorn is president-elect of the North American Agromedicine Consortium; serves on the National Pork Board’s
Public Health and Worker Safety Technical Advisory Panel; and is on the editorial board of Gempler’s Alert, the
newsletter of agricultural/horticultural safety and employment law compliance.

He is a graduate of the University of Minnesota Medical School. He is board certified in occupational medicine
and family practice. The native of Brainerd, Minnesota, began his career in the 1980s in Bethel and Homer,
Alaska, before returning to the Midwest.
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Areas of expertise: Public Policy on Health Care
Access; Access to Health Care Services for
Underserved Rural Areas and Economically
Disadvantaged Individuals and Families

Greg Nycz, director of Health Policy for
Marshfield Clinic and director of Family Health
Center of Marshfield Inc., is a leader, advocate
and spokesman for local, statewide and national
public policies related to health care access.

He joined Marshfield Clinic as a biostatistician
for Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation in
1972 after earning undergraduate degrees in
mathematics, psychology and computer science
at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.
Since then he has served as director of the
Clinic’s Health Systems Research Department in
1980; director of the Family Health Center of
Marshfield, Inc., in 1990; and director of Health
Policy in 1997.

The Family Health Center of Marshfield,
Inc./Marshfield Clinic partnership has been a model of how a health care delivery system can be developed to
meet needs of rural, medically underserved populations. It was formally recognized as such by the Clinton
Administration in 1999.

Nycz, who completed a U.S. Public Health Service Primary Care Policy Fellowship in 1997, has been a co-
investigator and/or project director for numerous research projects related to providing health care services to
underserved rural areas and economically disadvantaged individuals and families.

Nycz also has been invited to attend, participate and make presentations at local, state and national conferences
on such issues as the future of family health centers, mental health services in rural populations, Medicare and
Medicaid services, health insurance for the uninsured, health care financing, research opportunities in rural
settings and public and private efforts to improve public health.

Among many recognitions, Nycz has been honored with the American Dental Association Access Recognition
Award in 1995, the National Association of Community Health Centers Advocacy Award for outstanding work to
advance the legislative agenda of the health center movement in 1996; and the Wisconsin Rural Health Association’s
“2000 Rural Health Achievement Award” for leadership, innovation and service for rural health in Wisconsin.  
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